
IBMYP GOVERNMENT 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – 9TH GRADE 

(IBMYP YEAR 4) 
 

Criterion A: Knowing and understanding 

Students should be able to: 
i. use humanities terminology in context 

ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts, appropriate to the 
age level, using descriptions, explanations and examples. 
 

 

Achievement level  Level descriptor 

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1-2 The student: 
i. makes a limited attempt to use some relevant terminology 

ii. demonstrates basic knowledge and understanding of content and concepts through 
some descriptions and/or examples. 

3-4 The student: 
i. uses some humanities terminology appropriately and appropriately 

ii. demonstrates adequate knowledge and understanding of content and concepts 
through basic descriptions, explanations and examples. 

5-6 The student: 
i. uses a range of relevant humanities terminology accurately and appropriately  

ii. demonstrates substantial knowledge and understanding of content and concepts 
through descriptions, explanations and examples. 

7-8 The student: 
i. consistently uses a range of humanities terminology accurately and appropriately 

ii. demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of content and concepts 
through thorough descriptions, explanations and examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Criterion B: Investigating 

Students should be able to: 
i. formulate a clear and focused research question, explaining its relevance 

ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question 
iii. use research methods accurately to collect and record information appropriate and relevant information 
iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation. 

 
 

Achievement level  Level descriptor 

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1-2 The student: 
i. formulates a research question that is clear or focused and describes its relevance 

ii. formulates a limited action plan to investigate a research question or does NOT 
follow a plan 

iii. collects and records limited information, not always in line with the research 
question 

iv. with minimal guidance, makes a limited evaluation of the process and results of 
the investigation. 

3-4 The student: 
i. formulates an adequate research question  

ii. partially follows an action plan to investigate a research question 
iii. uses a method or methods to collect and record some information in line with the 

research question 
iv. partially addresses the research question. 

5-6 The student: 
i. formulates a clear research question 

ii. satisfactorily develops and follows an action plan to investigate a research 
question 

iii. uses methods to collect and record appropriate information in line with the 
research question 

iv. satisfactorily addresses the research question. 

7-8 The student: 
i. formulates a clear and focused research question 

ii. develops an action plan effectively to investigate a research question 
iii. uses methods accurately to collect and record appropriate and varied information 

in line with the research question 
iv. effectively addresses the research question. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion C: Communicating 

Students should be able to: 
i. communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and purpose 

ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format 
iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention (Chicago style and/or Turabian). 

 
 

Achievement 
level  

Level descriptor 

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1-2 The student: 
i. communicates information and ideas in a limited way to use a style that is not always 

appropriate to the audience and purpose 
ii. structures information and ideas in according to the specified format that is limited 

iii. documents sources of information in a limited way (does NOT follow Chicago Style/Turabian). 

3-4 The student: 
i. communicates information and ideas satisfactorily by using a style that is sometimes 

appropriate to the audience and purpose 
ii. structures information and ideas in a way that is somewhat appropriate to the specified 

format 
iii. sometimes documents sources of information using a recognized convention (Chicago 

Style/Turabian). 

5-6 

 

The student: 
i. communicates information and ideas by using a style that is mostly  appropriate to the 

audience and purpose 
ii. structures information and ideas in a way that is mostly appropriate to the specified format 

iii. creates an adequate reference list  and mostly documents sources of information using a 
recognized convention (Chicago Style/Turabian). 

 

7-8 The student: 
i. communicates information and ideas effectively by using a style that is completely 

appropriate to the audience and purpose 
ii. structures information and ideas in a way that is completely appropriate to the specified 

format 
iii. consistently documents sources of information using a recognized convention (Chicago 

Style/Turabian). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Criterion D: Thinking critically 
 

Students should be able to: 
i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and/or theories 

ii. synthesize information to make valid, well-supported arguments 
iii. analyses and evaluate a wide range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, examining values and 

limitation 
iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications. 

 

Achievement level  Level descriptor 

0 The student does not reach a standard described by any of the descriptors below. 

1-2 The student: 
i. makes a limited attempt to analyse concepts, issues, models, visual representations 

and and/or theories in a limited way 
ii. summarizes information in a limited way to make arguments 

iii. describes a limited number of sources/data in terms of origins and purpose and 
recognizes few values and limits 

iv. identifies different perspectives 

3-4 The student: 
i. completes a simple analysis of concepts, issues, models, visual representations 

and/or theories 
ii. mostly summarizes information to make arguments 

iii. analyses and/or evaluate sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, recognizing 
some values and limitations 

iv. recognizes and interprets different perspectives and some of their implications 

5-6 The student: 
i. completes a substantial analysis of concepts, events, issues, visual representations 

and/or theories 
ii. synthesizes information to make mostly valid arguments 

iii. analyses and evaluates a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, 
recognizing values and limitations. 

iv. clearly recognizes different perspectives and mostly interprets  their implications 

7-8 The student: 
i. completes a detailed discussion of concepts, issues, models, visual representations 

and and/or theories  
ii. synthesizes information to make mostly valid, well-supported arguments  

iii. effectively analyses and evaluates a range of sources in terms of origin and purpose, 
recognizing values and limitations 

iv. thoroughly interprets a range of different perspectives and their implications. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Because Palmer does not issue IB marks as grades, we are tasked with translating your performance on IB 
assessments into grades valid in District 11. The tables below indicate how the total marks (32) translate into a 
percentage.  There are times when assignments are evaluated and do NOT use all four criteria – so additional 
tables are included for grade translations.  
 

Mark bands for CRITERIA A-D (total = 32) 

Marks 32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 

% 100 99 98 97 96 95 94 92 90 88 87 85 83 81 80 78 75 73 72 70 

 

 

IBMYP Humanities Grade book 

IB Grade  Boundaries  % 

1  0–3 50-53 

2  4-7  55-59 

3  8-12  60-68 

4  13-17 70-78 

5  18-22 80-87 

6  23-27 88-95 

7  28-32  96-100 

 

Mark bands for any THREE Criteria total = 24) 

Marks 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 

% 100 98 96 95 93 91 90 88 86 83 80 78 76 73 70 68 65 61 59 57 

 

 

IBMYP Humanities Grade book 

IB Grade  Boundaries  % 

1  0–3 50-53 

2  4-6 54-59 

3  7-9 61-68 

4  10-13 70-78 

5  14-17  80-88 

6  18-21 90-95 

7  22-24 96-100 

 
 
 

Marks 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

% 68 66 65 63 60 59 59 57 55 53 51 50 0 

Marks 4 3 2 1 0 

% 55 53 52 50 0 



 

Mark bands for any TWO Criteria total = 16) 

Marks 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 

% 100 97 95 91 88 85 81 77 75 73 69 67 65 60 57 53 0 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

General Grade Descriptors: 
 
 

 

 

IBMYP Humanities Grade book 

IB Grade  Boundaries  % 

1  0–1 0-53 

2  2-3 57-60 

3  4-6 65-69 

4  7-9 73-77 

5  10-11  81-85 

6  12-13 88-91 

7  14-16 95-100 

Grade Descriptor 

1 Produces work of very limited quality. Conveys many significant misunderstandings or lacks understanding 
of most concepts and contexts. Very rarely demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Very inflexible, rarely 
using knowledge or skills. 

2 Produces work of limited quality. Expresses misunderstandings or significant gaps in understanding for 
many concepts and contexts. Infrequently demonstrates critical or creative thinking. Generally inflexible in 
the use of knowledge and skills, infrequently applying knowledge and skills. 

3 Produces work of an acceptable quality. Communicates basic understanding of many concepts and 
contexts, with occasionally significant misunderstandings or gaps. Begins to demonstrate some basic critical 
and creative thinking. Is often inflexible in the use of knowledge and skills, requiring support even in 
familiar classroom situations. 

4 Produces good-quality work. Communicates basic understanding of most concepts and contexts with few 
misunderstandings and minor gaps. Often demonstrates basic critical and creative thinking. Uses 
knowledge and skills with some flexibility in familiar classroom situations, but requires support in unfamiliar 
situations. 

5 Produces generally high-quality work. Communicates secure understanding of concepts and contexts. 
Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, sometimes with sophistication. Uses knowledge and skills in 
familiar classroom and real-world situations and, with support, some unfamiliar real-world situations. 

6 Produces high-quality, and occasional innovative work. Communicates extensive understanding of 
concepts and contexts. Demonstrates critical and creative thinking, frequently with sophistication. Uses 
knowledge and skills in familiar and unfamiliar classroom and real-world situations, often with 
independence. 

7 Produces high-quality, frequently innovative work. Communicates comprehensive, nuanced understanding 
of concepts and contexts. Consistently demonstrates sophisticated critical and creative thinking. Frequently 
transfers knowledge and skills with independence and expertise in a variety of complex classroom and real-
world situations. 



 

MYP COMMAND TERMS FOR INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 

 

Command Term Definition 
Analyse Break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure. (To identify parts and 

relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions.) 

 

Demonstrate Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application. 

 

Describe Give a detailed account or picture of a situation, event, pattern or process. 

 

Discuss Offer a considered and balanced review that includes a range of arguments, factors or 

hypotheses. Opinions or conclusions should be presented clearly and supported by 

appropriate evidence. 

 

Document Credit sources of information used by referencing (or citing) following a recognized 

referencing system. References should be included in the text and also at the end of the 

piece of work in a reference list or bibliography. 

 

Evaluate Make an appraisal by weighing up the strengths and limitations. 

 

Explain Give a detailed account including reasons or causes. 

 

Explore Undertake a systematic process of discovery. 

 

Formulate Express precisely and systematically the relevant concept(s) or argument(s). 

 

Identify Provide an answer from a number of possibilities. Recognize and state briefly a 

distinguishing fact or feature. 

 

Interpret Use knowledge and understanding to recognize trends and draw conclusions from given 

information. 

 

Investigate Observe, study or make a detailed and systematic examination, in order to establish facts 

and reach new conclusions. 

 

Justify Give valid reasons or evidence to support an answer or conclusion (see also "Explain"). 

 

List Give a sequence of brief answers with no explanation. 

 

Summarize Abstract a general theme or major point(s). 

 

Synthesize Combine different ideas in order to create new understanding. 

 

Use Apply knowledge or rules to put theory into practice. 

 


